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SUBJECT: THE ROC TAKES SOME COMPORT FROM RECENT EVENTS IN PEKING 
AND WASHINGTON 

1. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH MOST PEOPLE HERE 
STILL BELIEVE THE LORD VISIT TO PEKING WILL TAKE PLACE WITHIN 
THE NEXT MONTH OR SO, RECENT EVENTS SUCH AS KISSINGER'S 
RECEPTION IN PEKING (WHICH WAS PERCEIVED HERE AS CHILLY), 

THE CABINET RESHUPFLE ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 3, AND THE 
REPORTED POSTPONEMENT OP THE ADVANCE PARTY'S 
DEPARTURE FOR PEKING HAVE REKINDLED A SPARK OF HOPE THAT 
PRESIDENT LORD MAY DECIDE AGAINST VISITING THE PRC AT THIS 
TIME. ALTHOUGH NO ONE HERE SEEMS CERTAIN ABOUT THE SIGNIPI- 
CANCE OP THESE EVENTS POR US CHINA POLICY, IN RECENT DAYS 
SEVERAL EDITORIALS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT US/PRC RELATIONS ARE 
DETERIORATING (AT THE SAME TIME THAT US EPFORTS AT DETENTE 
WITH THE USSR ARE BEING APPIRMED), AND CALLS BY THE PRESS POR 
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LORD TO CANCEL HIS VISIT TO THE PRC ARE ON THE UPTURN. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. AN OCTOBER 31 MIN TZU WAN PAO (MTWP) EDITORIAL 
COMMENTING ON THE RESULTS OE THE KISSINGER VISIT TO PEKING 
OBSERVED THAT THE VISIT HAD RAISED THE QUESTION OF WHETHER 
LORD SHOULD GO TO PEKING AS PLANNED. THE EDITORIAL 
"REMINDED" LORD THAT THE PRC HAD LOST CONEIDENCE IN LORD'S 
ABILITY TO BE RE-ELECTED AND NOW BELIEVED SENATOR lACKSON 
WOULD WIN THE ELECTION AND LEAD THE US TO RESIST THE USSR. 

A NOVEMBER 1 LIEN HO PAO (LHP) EDITORIAL SAID THAT THE 
"CHILLY RECEPTION AND CHALLENGE TO KISSINGER" DURING HIS VISIT 
CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE PRC'S BELIEE THAT THE US IS A 
'WOUNDED TIGER ' AND THE PRC 'NEED NOT ATTACH TOO MUCH 
IMPORTANCE TO IT." IT CONCLUDED THAT PRESIDENT LORD SHOULD 
CANCEL HIS VISIT "TO AVOID HUMILIATION." AN OCTOBER 28 

CHINA POST EDITORIAL OBSERVED THAT "IN VIEW OF THE OUTSTAND- 
ING DIFEERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, A VISIT BY 
PRESIDENT LORD NOW WOULD APPEAR TO BE QUITE DEGRADING AND WOULD 
HURT THE PRESTIGE OE THE US." 

3. VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS ALSO COMMENTED ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OE 
THE RECENT CABINETRESHUEELE. WHILE THERE WAS NO CONSENSUS 
ON WHY THE RESHUEELE OCCURRED, MOST NEWSPAPERS PLAYED IT AS A 
PLUS EOR THE USSR AND AS A MINUS EOR THE PRC. MOST 
NEWSPAPERS SPECULATED THAT SCHLESINGER'S REMOVAL EROM THE 
CABINET WAS A SIGN OF US CONTINUED SUPPORT EOR US/SOVIET 
DETENTE AND, BY EXTENSION, A "SNUB" TO PEKING. A CHINA 

NEWS SPECIAL ARTICLE SAID SCHLESINGER'S REMOVAL "COULD BE 
INTERPRETED AS PRESIDENT EORD'S REPLY TO CHINESE COMMUNIST 
DISPLEASURE OF HIS DETENTE POLICY VIS-A-VIS RUSSIA." SOME 
NEWSPAPERS ALSO SAW THE RESHUEFLE AS LIMITING KISSINGER'S 
POWER. A CHUNG KUO SHIH PAO EDITORIAL NOTED THAT "EORD'S 
NEW AIDES WILL HAVE THEIR OWN VIEWS ON HOW TO ACHIEVE DETENTE 
AND KISSINGER'S ONE-MAN SHOW MAY DISAPPEAR." AND A CNA 
DISPATCH OE NOVEMBER 5 SAID THAT BUSH'S TRANSEER EROM PEKING 
INDICATED CLEARLY THAT BUSH "WAS NOT VERY BUSY THERE," INDICATING 
THAT US/PRC RELATIONS ARE NOT VERY WARM. A NOVEMBER 5 
CHINA NEWS SPECIAL ARTICLE ADDED THAT "BUSH'S MISSION IN PEKING 
HAS BECOME AN EXERCISE IN EUTILITY. UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, 
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HE WOULD BE EAR MORE USEEUL AT HOME." 

4. REPORTS OE THE ADVANCE PARTY'S ABORTED DEPARTURE 

EOR PEKING WAS GIVEN PROMINENT PLAY IN THE LOCAL PRESS. AND 
A NOVEMBER 5 CHINA NEWS SPECIAL ARTICLE QUOTED A "LOCAL 
OBSERVER ' AS SAYING THAT THE POSTPONEMENT MAY LEAD TO A CAN- 
CELLATION OE EORD'S TRIP TO THE MAINLAND. "I WOULDN'T BE 
SURPRISED IE PEKING WITHDRAWS ITS INVITATION TO 
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PRESIDENT EORD." 

5. COMMENT: THE CROC AS WELL AS THE PRESS IS UNDOUBTEDLY 
EOLLOWING THESE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY, SEEKING TO 
DETERMINE THEIR SIGNIEICANCE EOR US CHINA POLICY. WHILE 
THE EVENTS NOTED ABOVE ARE A SOURCE OE CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM, 

THERE SEEMS TO BE GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT IT IS TOO EARLY TO 
PREDICT WHETHER THEY SIGNAL ANY DILATORY EEEECT ON THE 
PROGRESS OE US/PRC RELATIONS OR THE PRESIDENT'S 
EORTHCOMING TRIP TO PEKING. 
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